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Review of FLEAT VII

On a rainy Tuesday morning, I dodged
typhoon Francisco and made my way up
to Waseda University in Tokyo for FLEAT
VII (International Conference on Foreign
Language, Education and Technology)
and the concurrently-held 59t LET
annual conference (August 6-9, 2019). The
FLEAT conference attracted some 400
participants from Japan and around the
world with its theme “Language Learning
with Technology Facing the Future”.

As a warm-up (as if we needed one
with record summer heat temperatures),

August 6 consisted of 9 workshops, which

I unfortunately missed due to flight delays.

After the welcome speeches at the main
opening ceremony on August 7, the
morning consisted of three concurrent
sessions with 9 presentations each, a
veritable smorgasbord of research with
something for everyone. I chose to attend
a presentation on a student graduate
thesis seminar team taught by Prof.
Wakamoto of Doshisha University in
absentia (at Oxford) and Prof. Kathleen
Kitao, using a variety of technologies
including facetime, line, digital paper,
shared pages and dropbox. Overall, the
distance seminar seemed to be successful,
but to require continuing work, patience
and flexibility to

ensure smooth
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communication between the two sides of
the globe. Next, Prof. Yoshimura of
University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
gave a unique presentation about using a
robot teacher (essentially a movable iPad
projecting the classroom instructor) for
Japanese reading instruction. Finally, I
attended a sparsely attended but highly
interesting presentation on Slovenian
created

learners of dJapanese who

Wikipedia pages about Slovenia in
collaboration with Japanese exchange
students.

In the afternoon, the first poster
session was held, (among which I found
posters about elementary school textbooks,
reorganization of a SALC center, and
karaoke  with  tailored  katakana
pronunciation especially intriguing. The
ensuing first Keynote speech by Prof.
Yamana of Waseda University focused on
big data analytics with three very
different and enlightening case studies.
For the afternoon concurrent sessions, I
chose the TALLT selections. First, Prof.
Felix Kronenberg of Michigan State
University discussed the building of
sustainable physical language learning
spaces, which was extremely useful and
highly entertaining. As the faculty advisor

of our university’s English lounge, which



reopened just this June in a new building
after the 2016 earthquake, I found many
“quotable quotes” from his talk, such as
“Architecture is an instrument that can
encourage or block human behavior.” And
“Space design is a process, not a product.”
The second

concentrated on “reimaging the language

afternoon session also
center” by Andrew Ross from Harvard

University, who, after discussing the
problems with declining foreign language
interest in the US,
technologies such as cMOOCs, 360 degree
and VR theater

immersion situations. Finally, Angelika

introduced new

projection rooms
Kramer of Cornell University continued
the theme of declining foreign language
enrollment in the US and how distance
environments are being used to bridge the
gap using the Shared Course Initiative
(SCI) between Columbia, Cornell and Yale
Universities for less commonly taught
languages. Overall, the IALLT session
presented very different applications of
technology to cope with lowered budgets,
program quality and decreased interest in
language education in the US. The first
day ended with the conference banquet at
the RIHGA Royal Hotel Tokyo from 6:00-
8:00 p.m., which I heard was well
attended and quite delicious.

The second day began with three
concurrent sessions, and again I was hard
pressed to choose. I decided first on a
presentation by Yasmine Atwa who

demonstrated his very cute SOMONA app

and website to help students feel freer to
study and review English pronunciation
in their own space. The second session
concentrated on the role of noticing in
student writing (Nabei and Yoshizawa,
Kansai University) which introduced
feedback using a code system and a
reformulated model. Both systems of
feedback encouraged me to reevaluate my
own writing feedback. My final choice for
the morning was a presentation by
Maryam Mirzael et al. on partial and
synchronized captions for L2 listening.
The second Keynote Speech by Prof. Jeong
Hyeonjeong from Tohoku University
followed, which concluded based on
cognitive neuroscience experiments that
human interaction in f2f and online
contexts may more effectively foster a
well-rounded L2 acquisition than under
non-social conditions. The afternoon
consisted of a bus tour which I did not
attend.

The third day

presentation of a tool for genre-based L2

started with a

writing through imitation by Prof. Chen
and Lu. Next, I heard about the future of
language centers from Stephane Charitos
of Columbia University, who quipped
“unlike our president, I can’t make up
alternative facts”, adding that there were
no Spanish majors at CU last year, which
corroborated the dismal state of L2
education in the US. The final

presentation by Betsy Lavolette at Kyoto
Sangyo University tied the language



center debate together by comparing US
LCs and Japanese SALCs, which both
evolved from LLs into centers of social
interaction for language students. The
morning ended with a final keynote from
Yoshiko Goda of

Kumamoto University,

a fellow Kyushuite,
who spoke on
integrating  theory, practice and
technology in technology enhanced self-
regulated and collaborative language
learning. Most interesting here was the
concept of “active procrastination” to
concentrate more when the deadline is
coming (a concept I practice readily). After
a brief tour around the poster sessions in
the early afternoon, I had to dash to the
airport, missing the final set of concurrent
presentations and the closing ceremony.

Overall the conference was a great
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success, and many kudos and thanks
should go to the hardworking organizers
and staff. Especially, it was pleasantly
surprising to partake of the wonderful
daily lunches and afternoon coffee breaks,
where I was able to make many new
acquaintances and interact  with
colleagues from around the world. To
quote Felix Kronenberg once again, “Were
connecting as human beings. It is pricey,
expensive and invaluable.” For me, this

observation summed up the overall

conference experience quite nicely.
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