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A Weekend of Language, Education and Technology in Southern Fukuoka

Review of the 41* Meeting of the Kyushu-Okinawa Chapter of the Japan Association for

Language Education and Technology (LET)

Saturday, June 4, 2011

Chikushi Jogakuen University, Dazaifu, Japan

By Judy Yoneoka, Kumamoto Gakuen University

It is a rare occurrence indeed that two
major conferences on what could be considered
a “niche” field-that is, the interface between
language teaching and technology-happen on
the same weekend in the same suburban area
in Kyushu. But that is exactly what occurred on
the weekend of June 3-5, 2011, when the
Kyushu-Okinawa chapter meeting of the Japan
Association for Language Education and
Technology (LET) and the national conference
of JALTCALL (Japan Association of Language
Teachers CALL SIG) were held at Chikushi
Jogakuen University (00O O OO O) and
Kurume University (O O O O O ) respec-
tively-within an hour’s drive of each other. As
a board member for the former conference, an
invited workshop speaker for the latter, it was
a busy but fascinating and intellectually stimu-
lating weekend for the reviewer.

In contrast to other years, the LET-KO
meeting this year chose to focus not on tech-
nology and language education alone, but to
specifically pinpoint pertinent issues in a timely
field-that of the newly implemented foreign lan-
guage (=read English) activities at Japanese
elementary schools. Although this subject has
been an optional part of [0 00 00 O (general edu-
cation) for several years, it became a required
course as of April 2011. As such, the theme of
this year’s conference was 00 OO0 00O O0O
O00O00D0O0O0DOD (Elementary school

foreign language activities: This is how to suc-
ceed!) and the morning workshops featuring
veteran teachers Yoko MAEDA (Kumamoto
University Fuzoku Elementary School) and
Miyuki TAKAHASHI (Aichi Kyoiku Univer-
sity) were well-attended and drew a number of
local in-service teachers.

The MEXT guidelines for implementation
of the new course aim to spark interest in for-
eign languages and cultures, as well as foster
communication abilities in general. To meet
this rather tall order, both workshops pre-
sented a wide range of ideas and examples of
relatively low-tech solutions that can be easily
implemented in the elementary school class-
room. Maeda, for example, demonstrated a sim-
ple powerpoint presentation of mailboxes ([
O O) around the world, for which students
guessed their colors. In the second workshop,
Takahashi introduced supplementary exercises
for use with Eigo No-to (O O O 0O O), the offi-
cial MEXT course textbooks. The audience en-
joyed using colored paper and playing cards to
play games in English, and then learn about
their pedagogical objectives. Although the use
of an electronic blackboard was also planned,
the delayed arrival of the necessary equipment
made this impossible. Even so, Takahashi skill-
fully and resourcefully demonstrated pedagogi-
cal methods of a non-technical “Plan B” nature,

which was perhaps even more beneficial to in-



service teachers who may not have access to
high-tech equipment either.

The afternoon sessions took place in two
rooms. In the first room, Tomoko UCHIDA
spoke on the digital environment of students at
Nagasaki Prefectural University, followed by
graduate student Miharu? FUYUNO (Seinan
Gakuin University), who presented on the ef-
fectiveness of online CALL materials for im-
provement of practical English skills. The third
presentation by Toru MATSUZAKI (Chikushi
Matsuzaki) discussed the effectiveness of
using voice files in English pronunciation test-
ing.

Although this line-up was highly attrac-
tive, I chose instead to attend the second series
of presentations in room 2. Here, the first pre-
senter was Masataka WATANABE, an in-
service teacher at Senshu University Tamana
High School, who is currently also a graduate
student at Kumamoto Gakuen University. His
presentation focused on the effects of “teacher
factors” on the motivation of high school stu-
dents, with the somewhat unexpected conclu-
sion that “kind” teachers had a negative effect
on student motivation. The husbhand-wife team
of Sachiyo and Kazuya KAWANAMI (Kurume
University, Ohori Senior High School) followed
with a presentation in English which followed
up on the theme of the morning sessions-the
problem of insufficient teacher training for
English at elementary schools. Their results in-

dicated that although in-service teachers do

10

feel anxiety at having to teach English, they
have also in general risen to the challenge with
enthusiasm and Anne
CRESCINI (University of Kitakyushu) gave a

unique account of the ability of Japanese native

success. Finally,

speakers residing in the US to distinguish be-
tween “Japanese English” such as “baby car”
and US English. Not unsurprisingly, long-term
residents show a higher ability to differentiate
the two, but interestingly results varied highly
both for individual respondents and individual
words.

After the final closing ceremony at which
Shigeru? TAKENO of Miyazaki Municipal
University (O O 0O O O O ) invited the at-
tendees to next years’ conference in 2012,
there was a reception on campus, which I was
unfortunately not able to attend due to the
Kurume conference. Moving between the two
conferences, however, gave me a unique
chance to reflect on the role of technology in
English education and differing approaches to
its use by the mainly-Japanese membership of
LET as contrasted with the mainly-non-
Japanese members of JALTCALL. At the latter
conference, the focus is clearly on “newfangle
d technology” such as Ipads and cloud comput-
ing, with their pedagogical possibilities coming
in second. On the other hand, as this year’s
theme demonstrates, LET-KO puts its first pri-
ority on the needs of English education in
Japan, and how to blend technology to maxi-
mize results.
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