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Hello, my name is Joe Tomei and I'm
happy to have been asked to be part of the
Kyushu-Okinawa  chapter of LET
steering committee. I have worked at
Kumamoto Gakuen University for the
past 19 years and before that, I was a
Hokkaido

University. I did my graduate work at the

gaikokujin kyoushi  at
University of Oregon, and before that,
taught English in France and Spain
before participating in the JET program
for the first 5 years, based in Sendai,
Miyagi.

The first steering committee meeting

Tomei, Joseph (FEAZARE K)

was originally scheduled for 16 April. I
was  presenting at IATEFL in
Birmingham, UK and so wasn’t able to
attend. Mother
intervened with two large earthquakes,

which had the meeting rescheduled for 30

However, Nature

April and I was able to attend with my
colleague, Judy Yoneoka. Because I live
in Kumamoto, I am reminded how much
technology has changed our lives, in that
I could speak to my wife and daughters
immediately after both earthquakes and
in fact, for the 2nd one, when I called, my

wife replied ‘We are still under the



table...” and after a few minutes, they
were able to tell me they were uninjured
and the
(though they still slept in the car for the

house seemed undamaged
next few nights!) While that is a dramatic
example of the changes that technology
has brought, that experience of almost
instantaneous connection, that

shortening of distance made me realize

how important LET is to help Japanese

SHEELVAEBARAEAT 4 TR
Mo WS OE S ZBE GO L Z LIl
DELEMBTEHLET, EERRFZOH
BRHICHTE L, BEER (W% - hEE
HHE) ML CREY Y, ISHEER
ZEL L, R, RENDBELY O MR Z R
M L7SERE (555 BOEMZRICI D /A
THEYET, WHBELIIEHERETHY

education navigate these changes. I'm
sure that the universities in Kumamoto
will consider how to provide more
teaching online, especially as some of our
students may not be able to come to
school for the coming year and I'm sure
that the LET Kyushu-Okinawa chapter
will help us in that task and I hope that I
can make a small contribution to this

important challenge.
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