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Needs Analysis: How do Stakeholders Perceive What Junior & Senior High School Students
Want?

JAR — (4 R DR 72 B DR v 4 22450

Based on the claim by Brown (1995), I conducted needs analysis with junior and senior
high school students. I utilized triangulation (Miles & Huberman, 1984), soliciting
stakeholders: students, teachers, and professors to reflect learners’ needs on learning English
language in secondary school level and beyond. Though the societal climate surrounding
English education in Japan is sometimes referred to as “English for No Specific Purposes” by
some critics, it is always possible to identify needs “even if it is only the needs to pass the exam
at the end of school year” (Hutchinson & Water, 1987). I had 440 students, 11 English
instructors and 11 professors affiliated with the school as participants. I used Likert scale
survey instrument along with open-ended questions to make up for the incomplete nature of a
single perspective (Long, 2005). Incorporating the responses and results revealed, three goals
and ten objectives are suggested for the future curriculum development.
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Blending CALL Effectively and Enjoyably for Learners at All Communication Levels:
Expanding Opportunities to Access, Use and Retain New Vocabulary from Online Readings

LOUCKY, John Paul (¥ 22 P5% K25F)

Results of testing several online reading and glossing programs will be compared, as well
as many other multi-level sites. These can help to expand Japanese learners’ chances to gain
more access to both new word meanings while focusing on their forms and use, in order to
better learn and retain them. As well, how to use and integrate such programs to help learners
expand their L2 reading and listening comprehension skills, as well as some hints to improve
productive abilities will also be given.
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A Framework for Computer Assessment of English Sentences

TYSEN, Kevin (%818 520 5 5 %)

Many computer programs developed for English language instruction allow use of the
internet to send information, giving the user the freedom to access the program from any
computer, without needing to install software.

This research includes ideas for a framework to use when designing computer programs
which can analyze and evaluate English sentences, and a report of the results of the
implementation of internet pages which include such programming. This research has several
unique features, including the following: (1) The programming and internet pages were
constructed not by a software company, but by teachers and students. (2) No CGI programming
is used; the programming is completely contained in Java Script statements which can be
processed even by older browsers. (3) The internet pages include English conversations,
questions about the conversations, and areas for the user to type in answers to the questions.
The program analyzes the user's answers and, in the case of errors in the answers, gives the
user hints about how to compose a correct answer. (4) The users of the internet pages are high
school students. College students are involved in the project, not as users of the internet pages,
but as contributors to the construction of the web pages. By helping with the design of the web
pages, the college students have the opportunity to think about English from both the point of
view of a teacher of English, and the analytical and logical point of view of a computer
programmer.

This research contributes to English instruction by introducing a framework for computer
assessment of English sentences, and by introducing an alternative teaching material and
method.
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Using Various Types of Corpora to Analyze Changes in Japanese Orthography

MORGAN, Jason (AEAZA[E KF)

With great advances in computing power and the ease of digitizing large amounts of data
through OCR, corpora have become valuable tools for linguists in numerous fields. The question
of what corpora are appropriate for a given research project, however, remains difficult to
answer. This presentation will cover some of my research using various types of Japanese
corpora to analyze the influence of English pronunciation on Japanese orthography through
loanword representation. The past hundred years in Japan have been marked by a rapid
adoption of loanwords into common-use Japanese. By comparing the proportion of loanwords
written in the ‘traditional’ style versus loanwords written using ‘innovative’ orthographic
approximations of non-Japanese phonemes, the pervasiveness of a loanword’s innovative
spelling within a certain corpus can be determined. By using corpora spanning different styles
and time periods, e.g. the Taiyo Corpus, newspaper archives, web-based corpora, etc., changes
in orthographic representation over time and genre can be recognized and examined. Through
these results, the relative usefulness of each corpus can also be surmised. As Japanese corpora
differ from more heavily researched English corpora in some fundamental ways (e.g. lack of
inherent word delimiters such as the ‘space’ in English, etc.), some corpus theory needs to be
revised to suit Japanese corpus linguistics. In addition to an explanation of my research and
results, a short overview of each of the corpora along with their specific benefits and
shortcomings will be given. Problems regarding corpus size estimation and the significance of
inter-corpus comparison of results will also be discussed.
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