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A Needs Analysis: How Teachers Perceive Teacher Training for English
Education at Elementary Schools

KAWANAMI, Sachiyo (Kurume University)
KAWANAMI, Kazuya (Ohori Senior High School)

In 2006, MEXT announced the implementation of English education at all public Japanese elementary
schools as a compulsory subject. In 2008, its guideline was designed and proposed. Under the guidance,
English education has been initiated and provided to the students of fifth and sixth grade one hour per
week. Classroom teachers who have not been trained as language (English) instructors are required to
teach classes. Due to inadequate and insufficient teacher training, however, tremendous anxiety and
disorder have arisen and are expressed among teachers concerned. Given the fact that few of currently
employed 416,000 elementary school teachers across the nation have had opportunities to receive formal
training for teaching English (Kelly, 2002), it is problematic for its successful implementation. We would
like to shed light on current teachers’ perceptions of needs for teacher training for English education at
elementary schools, providing some insights for further design of an ideal teacher training.

» 15:50 ~ 16 : 20

Baby car, My car, Open car —Foreign Loanwords, Japanese English and
Native Speakers’ Ability to Distinguish Between the Two

CRESCINI, Anne (The University of Kitakyushu)

Since the end of World War 11, Japan has been taking loanwords from other languages, particularly
English, at an amazing pace. Now, it is estimated that 10% of the Japanese language is loanwords of a non-
Chinese origin. However, along with authentic loanwords, there is a new phenomenon known as “Japanese
English,” words or phrases that sound like English, but in reality their usage by Japanese speakers is
different than by native English speakers. With the daily addition of new English loanwords alongside new
Japanese English words, can a native Japanese speaker tell the difference between the two?

By analyzing a survey given to 84 native Japanese speakers living in the United States, this paper
aims to show three things; first, that the longer a native Japanese speaker lives in the United States, the
greater his or her ability is to distinguish real English loanwords from Japanese English; second, that
there are some words that even long-term U.S. residents are unable to distinguish; lastly, this paper will
show that often acquisition of the ability to distinguish between the two comes with a felt need to use that
vocabulary word in daily life. Through this study, this paper hopes to raise awareness of the rising number
of Japanese English words and phrases entering the Japanese language, and the ability to distinguish
real English from Japanese English is important if one wants to truly master everyday use of the English
language.
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